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Kennan, George 
Russia and the West Under Lenin and Stalin 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. May 15, 1961. 411p. $5.75. 


(Book-of-the-Month Club 


George Kennan’s present book, his many others, 
international events, especially Soviet- 

estern relations from 1917 1953. covers the 
main problems that period. However, the book 
Not intended special treatise research work 
based new evidence documents. the author’s 
historical outline. His conclusions are reached ana- 
lytic study the available facts the period. 


Consistent with his other works, his conclusions not 
always favor the West, especially what calls “coali- 
tion diplomacy.” 
“This (no intimacy outlook purpose) characteristic 
coalition diplomacy. Coalitions find possible agree, 
tule, only what not do. This the reason why their 
tendency often nothing all” (p. 45). 
This book should interest and use for all who 
are interested the problems Soviet-Western rela- 
tionships and Soviet foreign policy. George Kennan’s 
books are generally required reading lists although 
not without qualification. Here, too, there are items 
which must cross-checked. the first place, Ken- 


EGE ST. CATHERIN 


SAINT CATHERINE LIBRARY 


nan’s attempt apply geopolitical conceptions the 
explanation Soviet foreign policy rather far-fetched. 
his chapter Soviet-Chinese relations, claims 
compelling, how inexorable were the geopolitical con- 
siderations that governed Russian policy here, both be- 
fore and after the Revolution.” (p. 264). But has 
neglected completely the peculiar aims the Soviet 
state Communist state. After the 1920 failure 
Poland when old hopes for European revolution died, 
the Soviet government turned great attention the 
encouragement revolution China and other 
eastern countries. Lenin himself was not loathe dis- 
cuss this his article “On Our Revolution” (Pravda, 
May 30, 1923). Old Russian geopolitical reasons had 
little influence. The Russian Communist state needed 
another revolution support the still settling founda- 
tion its own nascent structure. 
The Soviet and Communist state are one. Yet this 
often overlooked. Did Lenin forget himself and his 
principles when wrote his Soviet Decree Peace 
One might think reading George Kennan: 
“The decree was written Lenin himself; and his mind was 
strongly occupied that moment the problem self- 
determination for the peoples central and eastern Europe” 
(p. 35). 
Lenin was more interested then starting civil wars 
Europe, fact which Kennan tacitly admits elsewhere. 
cited the Decree Peace example what the Com- 
munists themselves call ‘demonstrative diplomacy’—diplo- 
macy, that is, ‘designed not promote freely accepted and 
mutually profitable agreement between governments, but 
rather embarass other governments and stir opposi- 
tion among their own people’” (p. 34). 
avoid costly mistakes, Soviet domestic policy especi- 
ally requires severe critical analysis the observer. 
Heaping too much contumely Stalin may well 
one these mistakes. What grounds are there for say- 
ing that Stalin regarded Hitler’s Blood Purge 1934 
sort moral justification for his own later purges 
(p. later statements are scarcely enough, 
because the whole Stalin period still needs reliable 
documentation. Stalin and his successors have kept the 
skeleton bones the Yezhovshchina well hidden. The 
famous “secret speech” Khrushchev stated the fact 
Stalin’s crimes, but said little nothing about the 
political situation which brought them on. 


Some political emigrés have fostered the idea that 
Kirov was dangerous opponent Stalin. One would 
think George Kennan would not repeat that very dubi- 
ous characterization Kirov (pp. 296, 301). 


reading pre-Soviet history, the author would have 
the tsarist government reluctant sign separate peace 
with Germany because (1) the far-reaching demands 
the German High Command; and (2) the fears 
the tsarist government what the Japanese would 
Russia failed her obligations the Entente, 
(p. reality, can fairly well shown that the 
greatest fear was Russian society, including the mili- 
tary fear revolt. 


But these points not change the over all positive 
evaluation this latest Kennan’s contributions. 


Krypton, 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University 
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Miller, Wright Russians People 
Dutton. Apr. 14,1961. 205p. $3.95. 


There have been few other authors who have 
tempted penetrate the Russian People such. 
one has really succeeded, because there are just too 
many Russians describe. Each analysis will depend 
good part the amount contact the author 
had and the circumstance such contact. 
change students have lived for months the Soviet 


Union and have never been inside Russian home. Yet lati 
Leningrad met three-day tourist who spent 


the night being entertained Russian family 


home. 
dictory. 


The resultant analyses are practically 


Wright Miller’s experience with the Russians “extends 


over twenty-six years” during which the longest period 


was “more than two years the war” (p. 
traveled extensively not only Great Russia but 


rest the Soviet Union. Therefore, comes 


equipped his task writing “about the climate 
landscape which the Russians have live, and the 
character and habits which have been bred the cli- 


mate and the landscape, serfdom and peasant farm- 
ing, the Tsars and the Russian Church,” etc. (p. 14) 
monumental, but not new undertaking. 


From the very first chapter, the chilling description 
the Russian winter, through the final remarks 
“beter understanding between East and West” Russians 


People enthralling reading. welcome change 


from the political treatises and sociological studies 
which are current today. Unfortunately, nowhere can 
you see clearly the picture Russian the “typical” 
Russian. And this lies disappointment for almost 
all. For unless the average westerner can live Russia 
for years and mingle freely, will still judge the Soviet 


Union and the Russians the bureaucrats, the 
munists, the diplomats and the press 


Russians People refreshing look the people 
who made and live that vast country. But cannot 


replace the living portraits the Russians themselves: 
the old—Gogol, Turgenev, Chekhov and Tolstoy; and 
the new—Sholokhov, Simonov, Kuprin, Tolstoy and 
even Pasternak. substitute for those who not 
read speak Russian and therefore cannot really meet 
and know Russians, Russians People will open the 


window little bit. 
Jaskievicz, 


Fordham University, 
Institute Russian Studies, 


Kalb, Marvin 
Dutton. Apr. 21, 1961. 258p. $4.50. (Ila) 


Dragon the Kremlin purports “report the 
Russian-Chinese Alliance.” obvious that this topic 
extremely vital and interesting. Marvin Kalb, pres 
ent CBS reporter Moscow, gathered his materials 
during his travels many cities Europe and Asia, 
did David Dallin, (Soviet Foreign Policy After Stalin, 
Lippincott). Both authors have attempted treatment 
this involved relationship. 


Dragon the Kremlin 


Unfortunately from the very first the book 


pointing. the first place, the author’s organization 
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port the Russian-Chinese Alliance one could logi- 
cally expect treatment such basic questions as, “Are 
the ties that bind Moscow and Peking really indis- 
soluble they proclaim?” “Are the foreign policies 
the Union and Red China secretly coordinated 
are they distinct?” and other similar questions. 
Instead this the book’s material distributed over 
the cities which the author visited, from London 
Tokyo. The net result series notes his itiner- 
ary rather than serious discussion Soviet-Chinese 
relations. mention but one example: Chapter six 
takes eighteen pages. Three these pages 
are devoted the pre-revolutionary past Poland; 
four pages discuss Poland’s history during Stalin’s re- 
gime; the rest the chapter devoted Poland after 
1953 with some mention China. Three four pages 
are devoted completely “the role China” Polish 
national life. 

addition the quality the material this sixth 
chapter best dubious. based the political 
hopes and “political gossip” various Poles. Hoyever 
any new information any new ideas about China are 
completely lacking. The same criticism may applied 
the other chapters the book. 

his conclusion the author gives “illustrations” the 
major divisive issue the Russian-Chinese Alliance 
during the last six months. Not only there nothing 
conclusive these illustrations, but some them verge 
naivete, v.g., his fourth point December 31, 
1959, Moscow celebrated New Year’s Eve with vodka, 
champagne and gifts. Restaurants sported beautifully 
decorated fir trees. Moscow Radio beamed New 
Year’s message joy and peace its North American 
listeners, and, for the first time since 1956, Premier 
Khrushchev invited western reporters the Kremlin 
for lavish party. Reuters described the New Year’s 
celebrations Peking with this sentence: “The New 
Year came quietly the Chinese capital without any 
street celebrations midnight struck” (p. 232). 

Any attempt draw valid conclusions the basis 
such evidence futile. The Chinese celebrate their 
own New Year their own way. would just 
logical conclude change Foreign Policy before 
and after 1953 the basis Stalin’s “dismal face” 
and Khrushchec’s “smiling face” during international 


conferences. 
Krypton, 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University, 
Acheson, Dean 


Sketches from Life Men have Known 
Harper. May 22,1961. 206p. $4.00. 


The plethora memoirs that always follows war 
change regime should not divert the discriminating 
from enjoyment the best and these memoirs 
Dean Acheson are among the best their kind. 
writer reminiscences, the former secretary state 
has been much slower than the average, waiting eight 
yars before publishing these sketches. good that 
waited; less controversial figure than was 
1953 and his book has better chance fair appraisal 
now that long and anxious years have given the country 
new perspective Mr. Acheson’s conduct affairs. 


tant book; skims the surface its details but pro- 
found its implications; helps much towards un- 
derstanding recent world history. 


Mr. Acheson has given the human, personal side his 
dealings with many people, Americans and non-Ameri- 
cans: Winston Churchill, George Marshall, Konrad 
Adenauer, Robert Schuman, Antonio Salazar, Andrei 
Vyshinsky, Arthur Vandenberg, and other men con- 
siderable fame are portrayed only their dealings with 
the author. About some these people, very much 
has been written elsewhere; yet there still much 
learned from their characteristic, revealing responses 
moments crisis and meetings which very few 
men had access; Mr. Acheson was one these men., 
looked his colleagues and opponents with chari- 
table but perceptive eye, and writes about them with 
clarity that never harsh and courtesy that never 
blind deceptive. Though millions words have been 
written and about Churchill, the portrait given here 
still adds something understanding the man. 
Everyone should read the sketch Marshall; taken 
along with the recent television program the same 
subject can help much towards proper evaluation 
the man’s greatness; one the best essays the 
book and ends climactically with Secretary Stimson’s 
restrained but eloquent tribute Marshall. 


All these pieces center around men international 
affairs and not around policies; but some easy, graceful, 
yet trenchant statements policy appear from time 
time: occasionally they give clear historical perspective 
American policies the past; again, they illuminate 
present conflicts, does this statement Soviet tac- 
tics: 
our minds international conferences 
are completely means for ending conflict that 
are blind the fact that they may and, the hands 
experts, are equally adapted continuing it. the pres- 
ent century the Soviet state has perfected the use negotia- 
tion, including negotiation mass conference, method 
This concept may not new everybody but still 
needs enunciation. For the amateur who wishes un- 
derstand general tendencies diplomacy after the wer 
and the importance having able men big positions 
this book indispensable. 


not flawless work. Sometimes Mr. Acheson 
wishes create atmosphere re-create emotion; 
has not the scope or, perhaps, the talent for doing 
and the result approaches banality. writing about 
his acquaintances, not defending his own career, and 
does not even mention his outlining, just before the 
Korean outbreak, America’s defense perimeter. The 
omission justifiable, are many others, whatever Mr. 
Acheson’s eager-eyed critics may say about it. The style 
sometimes little faulty. the beginning the 
book there much title-dropping and anecdotes seem 
somewhat flat because the important ending trails 
faintly, obscured the echoing thunder names and 
positions. The flaws are minor, however, and would 
foolish put this book aside without reading all 
it; good mind illuminates the characters the 
men who made and are making history. Aside from 
few falterings Mr. Acheson manages brief, clear, 
and informative—he has done his job with skill and 


grace. 
William Hill, S.J. 
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Harbaugh, William 
Power and Responsibility: The Life and Times 
Theodore Roosevelt 


Straus Cudahy. May 22, 1961. 568p. $7.50. 


This exciting and sparkling account the most 
contradictory and controversial public figure the turn 
the century. Theodore Roosevelt was dynamic ex- 
trovert, once zealous reformer and ruthless partisan 
politician, rabid nationalist and jingo war monger who 
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, man who be- 
tween political campaigns and reform crusades could 
enthusiastically turn literary criticism, historical writ- 
ing jungle explorations. man intellectual ability 
and wide knowledge, yet emotional and impulsive, 
convinced his own righteousness and wisdom, 
impatient criticism opposition frequently 
wreck the very causes was championing. was 
sincerely devoted the improvement the masses, 
but times showed the paternalistic attitude the 
nineteenth century aristocrat. One the few public 
men his day who realized that the evolving complex 
industrial civilization required new concepts the role 
government and new relationships between society 
and big business, preached reform and social justice 
with demagogic fervor yet, when office himself, his 
efforts carry them out seem mild and erratic for 
had strong sense responsibility and awareness that 
politics the art the possible. became the very 
symbol Progressivism rousing the enthusiasm and 
hopes millions yet, the end, disappointing them 
supporting the most reactionary elements his party 
order satisfy his hatred Woodrow Wilson. 


For generation T.R. captivated the public imagina- 
tion, arousing more enthusiastic admiration violent 
hatred than any other public figure during the past cen- 
tury with the possible exception his cousin Franklin. 
Yet his memory already fading and most Americans 
under forty have scarcely heard him. Dr. Har- 
baugh has performed valuable service the younger 
generation this full and complete account great 
man with all his virtues and failings. And the story 
complete and accurate despite the author’s evident ad- 
miration for his hero-and the rather labored attempts 
explain excuse evident defects character in- 
consistencies conduct. 


The most valuable and interesting aspect the book 
its emphasis the “times” which presents one the 
most vivid and understandable accounts yet written 
the confused tumultuous efforts during the period 
stretching from the eighteen-eighties the First World 
War establish more equitable social order and pre- 
vent the champions laissez-faire from gaining com- 
plete and permanent control the government. 
struggle made more confused the simultaneous emer- 
gence the United States world power, for these 
were also the years our first intervention Cuba, 
the Panama Canal, the occupation the Philippines, 
the years when the controversy over Imperialism be- 
came inextricably entangled with Reform the detri- 
ment both. All the motley group progressives, 
radicals, agrarians, labor leaders, idealistic reformers, 
intellectuals, conservatives, political demagogues and 
robber barons emerge living individuals. Most the 
significant names the era are there with penetrating 


and objective appraisal their characters, programs 
and accomplishments. see the solid accomplish- 
ments the general reform movement firmly estab. 
lished spite its lunatic fringe and the opposition 
entrenched interests that even the reaction the 
teen twenties could not destroy them. story 
necessary understand the revolution the New Deal 
and the vast social changes the thirties and told 
such dramatic untechnical manner easily 
understood and thrilling interest any reader. The 
book recommended for the college library and will 
appeal even younger readers. 


Francis Gallagher, 
University Scranton 


Warren, 
Norton. Apr. 25,1961. 340p. $6.50. 


Dr. Warren believed that King John needed new 
biographer. himself assumed that role. The result 
this new life the fourth son Henry 
land. John was born 1167 and died 1216; 
reigned from the death his brother Richard Lion- 
Heart 1199 until his own death 1216, just noted. 
The author reminds that from 1154 1216 England 
was ruled man from Anjou France and two 
his four sons. These men, Henry II, King Richard 
and King John were “passionate and dynamic, with 
clever minds and strong wills they seemed, even 
contemporaries, larger than These An- 
gevin kings were noted for their violent tempers. Their 
reactions upon being thwarted were almost pathological 
intensity. The author believes that the reigns 
Henry and Richard coincided with some the most 
reliable historical writing the middle ages, whereas 
the reign John was less fortunate. result, Dr. 
Warren inclined believe that many the histori- 
cal records left concerning John are untrustworthy. 
Certainly most the chroniclers John’s life left 
dark pictures him, with the result that Green, 
for example, his widely read Short History the 
English People, writes disparagingly John: 
“In his inner soul John was the worst outcome the An- 
gevins His court was brothel where woman was 
safe from the royal lust was craven his 
priests but never stirred journey without hanging 
relics around his neck.” 
Since John was the fourth son, these seemed little like- 
lihood that would ever succeed his father king. 
Little care was devoted his upbringing. Early life 
the title “Lackland” was given him. effort 
remedy this situation, John was sent conquer Ireland 
1185, bearing the impressive title, Lord Ireland. 
The ill-planned expedition failed. Then July 
1189, Henry died and Richard was crowned king. 
John was made count Mortain Normandy and 
married heiress, Isabelle Gloucester, one his 
second cousins, despite the protests the archbishop 
Canterbury. Then Richard left the Third Crusade. 
1199, April Richard, after having returned from 
the Holy Land, died from wound received England 
and John became king, William and Henry, two 
brothers having already died. 


The author gives many details about John ad- 
ministrator. was constantly need money 
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hence harassed the barons continually with his de- 
mands. The quarrel John with Innocent III made 
understanable. revolved about the successor Hu- 
bert Walter Walter, archbishop Canterbury, who 
died 1205. John favored John Gray; Innocent III 
preferred Stephen Langton. John was placed under 
interdict 1208; 1209 was excommunicated. 
The reasons for John’s reconciliation with Innocent III 
May, 1213, are emphasized; the advantages the 
king are made clear. Naturally the events leading 
John’s approval the Magna Carta June 19, 
receive much attention, the pope’s reasons for 
condemning it. Then came more warfare until finally 
October 18, 1216, John died, succeeded his 
son who was reign Henry III. Richly documented 
with primary source material, this excellent biography 
will impress every reader favorably its evident merits. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Liebling, The Earl Louisiana 
Simon and Schuster. May 252p. $3.95. (I) 


July 1959 Mr. Liebling, veteran metropolitan 
newspaperman and frequent contributor The New 
Yorker reportorial features, made visit Louisiana 
observe the antics Governor Earl Long who had 
recently “sprung himself” from three mental institu- 
tions and was preparing, possibly unconstitutionally, 
succeed himself governor. The writer found his bias 
dissipated contrast with the country-boy politician 
and concluded that “Uncle Earl” was the most effec- 
tive liberal the South. What brought about this 
revision was undoubtedly the test the “Negro ques- 
tion” which Liebling found Long’s stand genu- 
inely considerate “the blacks.” Still, amazing 
that the Long type could command anything but con- 
tempt from the worldly-wise hardened newsman. 

Mr. Liebling’s method reconstructing the tumultuous 
days, from the commencement the gubernatorial 
campaign the election “Jimmie” Davis January 
1960, gem reporting techniques. his sev- 
eral visits the state, utilized first-hand interviews, 
on-the-scene inspection, informal chats with local press- 
men, attorneys, judges, cab-drivers, bar-owners, and 
anyone else who would talk, (and everyone would!). 
steeped himself the daily life the people whose 
votes would count. The recreation his impressions 
and discoveries also gem style and construction. 
The Earl Louisiana mere rehash pedestrian 
newsarticles. Liebling’s shrewd eyes looked every- 
where. Deceptively, records his peregrinations and 
appears times irrelevantly more concerned with 
menus, horse-racing, anecdotes the old times; but all 
brought together result vivid and fascinating 
personal exploration most exciting time. 


Stylistically, Liebling’s work head-and-shoulders 
above run-of-the-mill reporting. abounds meta- 
and simile and the precise word. Portraits the 
local politicians are living flesh and blood. One need 
Not agree with all his reactions and summations 
acknowledge that here unusually entertaining and 
worthwhile contribution understanding one 
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the most astounding facets America’s curious and 
varied political 

Clinton Maguire, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Zisowitz, Milton One Patient Time 
Random House. Mary 4,1961. 287p. $5.00. (Ila) 


The New York Hospital, chartered King George III 
1771, the second oldest hospital the United 
States. From its beginning has been dedicated 
education, the prevention disease and research, 
After joint-affiliation with Cornell Medical College, 
gradually attained its present reputation, that 
world-renowned teaching institution. one 
America’s great university-hospital complexes and 
encompasses massive group white-stone buildings 
overlooking the East River. indeed part 
medical metropolis. Across the street and the west 
the Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Research. 
the same block there are two cancer hospitals, the 
Memorial and the James Ewing. the north the 
affiliated hospital for Special Surgery and the south 
the Rockefeller Institute. All these have strong 
formal informal ties the Center. 


The Cornell Medical Center with its myriad activities 
provided Mr. Zisowitz with ample material well 
motivation for his book, and uses both 
fact, has written excellent piece propaganda 
with dramatic Madison Avenue touch. has told 
the story medicine practised today the 
many American university centers. Emphasis, quite 
naturally, the institution with which the author 
Public Health and Preventitive Medicine. Readers 
who are interested medicine and the conquest 
disease will fascinated the personal anecdotes 
hospital life and the brief illustrative case-histories 

Mr. Zisowitz has written enlightening book, capably 
satisfying his “two intellectual passions: literature and 
science.” Regrettably, the copy furnished im- 
perfect, doubtless fault the binder who has trans- 
posed pages the third, eighteenth and nineteenth 


chapters. hoped that this has not been 
general. 
William White, M.D., F.A.C.S., 
Pigney, Joseph For Fear Shall Perish 


Dutton. May 312p. $5.00. (IIb) 


For unrelieved horror, this history the Donner Party 
disaster ranks with the stories that come out the in- 
famous Nazi concentration camps. Made family 
groups, over half which were children, and number- 
ing all, the Donner Party was trapped early 
snowfall mountain pass and perished, most 
them starvation. All the survivors are strongly sus- 
pected having practiced cannibalism during their 
terrible ordeal. The Donner Party had set out from 
Independence, (Mo.), for California the spring 
1864 and, because they were late, chose trail through 
Utah known the Hasting cut-off, which was sup- 
posed shorten the journey some 300 miles 
close month’s travel time. What they did not 
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know was that the trail was mostly imaginary over the 
Wasatch mountains and with few able-bodied men 
and guide they actually lost time taking this 
route. What was worse, the trip through the desert 
which was supposed take days actually took leav- 
ing the wagon train desperately weakened condition 
that more precious time had taken recoup 
their strength. Also, the strongest character, man 
who might have exercised able leadership had been 
expelled from the train because, fight, had 
killed team-driver. They were now the last party 
the road, cut down wagons and plagued thiev- 
ing Indians. 


the time the Donners reached the foot the moun- 
tains the Sierra Nevada, was October 19. Was 
too late Charles Stanton, sent out Captain 
Sutter welcoming agent from the other side the 
pass, guessed not. But, November they were 
snowed short the pass. After two abortive at- 
tempts get over the mountains, third group made 
men, boy and women, set out find safety 
and bring aid. Carrying enough food for days, they 
were days the trackless journey, days marked 
hunger, madness, murder and cannibalism. All 
women and the men survived. The worst was 
over for them, but not for the others, the time 
they, too, were rescued, the survivors were scarcely 
human and they also had eaten human flesh. 


One the men, Louis Leseberg, the last one rescued, 
became the special target for accusations this matter 
and was never able live down his part the tragedy. 
The author spends the last third his book telling the 
story this man and his many misfortunes, the worst 
which was persecution suffered for his part 
the gruesome ordeal. 


This unhappy story only for adults with strong 
stomachs and weak imaginations. There were 
heroes; only survivors. The book includes pages 
notes and references, pages giving the names the 
personnel, and map. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University 


Fiction 

The Lost Footsteps 
May 1961. 318p. $4.75. 


Craciunas, Silviu 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. 

The Lost Footsteps one spate books describing 
the horrendous adventures men who have taken 
heroic chances opposing and attempting outwit 
the diabolical repressive activities police states be- 
hind the Iron Curtain. this case, the author who 
managed escape freedom 1947, allowed himself 
persuaded return his native Rumania 
1950 strengthen the underground movement. 
discovers his horror that the three-year interval 
conditions have changed for the worst. Within six 
months caught the secret police and subjected 
over the period four years almost inconceivable 
degradations and refinements cruelty. Loyalty 
the cause and the fear betraying friends, keep him 
from divulging the secrets that his captors use every 
physcial and psychological punishment conceivable 
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beat ferret out him. the end, amid series 
hallucinations, has encounter with hermit who 
assures him: your spirit; your reason! your 
isolation and helplessness, only capable encour- 
aging you bolster your morale and strengthen your 
will; apart from me, there one who 
come your aid” (p. 168). this experience that 
enables him overcome his designs commit suicide; 
and the end gives him the strength escape. 


Despite evidences generous respect for the vestiges 
the Orthodox religion his youth and native hearth, 
the author hero his story betrays the final tragedy 
that stalks ominously behind this incredible tale 
heroism. The final values for which risked every- 
thing have hollow finality. They end with the grave. 
Hence the ideals freedom and human dignity, mag- 
nificent though they are themselves, are, the long 
run, but insubstantial shadows. there nothing 
more human existence than what accom- 
plished through human reason and human endeavor, 
the end there reason why the materialistic forces 
should not given chance prosecute the ideals 
the communistic state which they evidently believe will 
eventually reflect the true destiny man. 


This book illustrates the aptness Eliot’s observa- 
tion: the final treason, the right deed 
for the wrong reason.” Man either has supernatural 
destiny, the plaything materialistic deter- 
minism. the latter instance, resistance, matter 
how poignantly heroic, but reactionary futility. The 
communists know certainly the tragedy 
our age that men made the finest qualities should 
have chosen ignore reject this fact. 


This book reads like solid, thrill-packed 
tically impeccable. Taking the reader from one 
corner the fear-laden complex countries behind 
the Iron Curtain the other, supplies innumerable 
instances solid loyalty the part the 
friends. Topographical detail, (the inside-covers dis- 
play excellent map), ingenuity and sheer courage 
leap out from every page. occasional doubt about 
the recurrence fortuitous co-incidences, and the vast 
number friends and shelters that the author finds 
with almost miraculous accuracy, can stifled the 
score the need for compression well camouflage 
not betray accomplices. minor disappoint- 
ment the failure find more detailed analysis 
the techniques psychological torture employed the 
communist captors. But such information was evi- 
dently sacrificed the interests the swift-moving 
character the narrative. The major disappointment 
amid much excellence the absolute naturalism 
which this heroic freedom fighter dedicated. 


Francis Murphy, C.SS.R., 
Academia Alfonsiana, Roma 


Garrett, George Which Ones Are the Enemy? 
Little, Brown. May $3.95. (III) 


Classic doctrine calls for two primary qualities 
novel,—accuracy factual detail and literary skill 
character depiction. both these scores, Mr. 
rett’s novel, Which ones are the enemy? 
superior rating. However the book means 


old fas 
the 
Eterni 


remov 
sets 


comba 
ing 


and 


and 
his 
sol 
ing 


Pvt. 
decor: 
Triest 
hills 
minoi 
autho 
miliet 
inevit 


tragic 
mark 
finan 
the 
Told 
there 
this 
divid 
the 
the 
the 
told 

The 
Rich 


series 
mit who 
your 
nce that 
suicide; 
vestiges 
hearth, 
tragedy 
tale 
grave, 
the long 
nothing 
accom- 
forces 
deals 
eve will 


deed 
natural 
deter- 
matter 
The 
gedy 
should 


one 
behind 
nerable 
about 
vast 
finds 
the 
ouflage 
lysis 
the 
noving 


remy? 


kill 
Gar- 
merits 
ans 


June 1961 


old fashioned story either regards the subject matter 
the unniceties modern realism. Rather takes its 
tortured stance legitimately line with From Here 
Eternity and The Naked and the Dead. step 
removed from the sordid war story that the author 
sets out dissect the behavior pattern the “yard- 
comparatively young, perennial, veteran 
combatman, who spends most his peacetime soldier- 
ing the stockade. With military dispatch Mr. Gar- 
rett manages crash through the tough, personality 


defenses his hero-narrator, Pvt, 


and observant cynical and corrupt; professionally 
competent when wants be; hard, fearless, neat 
and efficient; but over-confident his ability pursue 
his wayward desires and passions according code 
soldierly sophistication whose by-word “Do noth- 
ing obviously stupid,” complemented with the caution: 
“If caught, pay the penalty without whining.” 


Pvt. Riche, newly released from stockade Germany, 
decorated and wounded action Korea, arrives 
Trieste and assigned artillery battallion the 
hills close Jugoslavia. For good cynical reasons 
resolved give good account him- 
during working hours and indulge but few 
minor vices his leisure time. Through his eyes, the 
author treats the reader view the Triestine 
milieu from I.’s point view that extremely ac- 
curate; hence his observations are startlingly apt 
inevitably the verge obscene. 


Riche’s downfall comes the result streak 
good fortune gambling. meets prostitute whose 
tragic story quickly provides the emotional lining for 
Pvt. Riche’s hardened outer shell. Joining forces with 
this unfortunate, enters into dangerous black 
market operation afford the luxury “home” with 
her. Through the ineptness buddy whom thor- 
oughly but whom uses tool his 
financial dealing, the black market business comes 
sudden tragic end. series minor accidents land 
Pvt. Riche the hands the military authorities; and 
the girl, pregnant with his child, blows out her brains, 
rather than betray him. 


Told with skill and keen sense psychological values, 
there little other than brutal factuality recommend 
this book. Yet presents problem and type in- 
dividual who exists and must conjured with. 
call dismal, dirty tale would unfair, Actually 
the author handles the inevitable sexual descriptions 
and obscene references with business-like dispatch 
that gives indications that his objectives are other than 
the prurient. The title represents the cry despair 
the part young lieutenant Korea serving 
Forward Observer calling artillery rounds the 
enemy. apt description the state mind 
Riche whose rootless existence amounts “tale, 
told idiot, signifying nothing.” 
Francis Murphy, C.SS.R. 


Simon, Claude The Flanders Road 
May 320p. $4.00. (III) 

The Flanders Road, Claude Simon, (translated 
Richard Howard), theoretically war novel, which 
received the Prix L’Express when was published 
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France. author admitted pupil the Faulkner- 
Proust stylistic school, and there ample evidence 
his debt his masters this once unusual and con- 
fusing novel. 


The plot, can called such, centers around the 
impact well-born cavalryman, Captain Reixach, 
three his soldiers, one whom, Georges, the 
chief narrator, distant relative this forceful and 
pathetic figure. the Flanders road, retreating from 
the Germans, Georges, Blum Jew), and Iglesia, the 
captain’s orderly, recount their impressions their 
officer. The focus their attention the adulterous 
relationship between Iglesia and Corinne, Reixach’s 
passionate young wife and the resultant death the 
Captain battle which may may not have been 
deliberate act suicide effort salvage some 
honor after his cuckolding, ironic repetition 
tragedy which befell ancient ancestor his. 


Not much else happens the story. True, some 
glimpses are given into the characters the three 
dragoons question, but always the stupidly gal- 
lant figure the Captain who intervenes, either riding 
stiffly into fire, spurring mare unmercifully wild 
horse race with his wife and her lover watching, 
stuffily alluding letter from Georges’ mother which 
subtly reminds him the family tie. The difficulty 
about the whole thing that the reader feels really 
knows one the book very well, least all the 
Captain, who enigmatic the novel’s end 
has been all the way through it. 


This fuzziness character due the book’s narrative 
technique which, among other things, merges stream- 
consciousness, flashback, conventional narrative and 
past, present and future time into one long monologue 
which usually avoids any punctuation and only serves 
confuse the reader and obscure what story and char- 
acterizations are involved. There much concern with 
horses (dead and alive), infidelity, boxcars, flies, camp 
labor and pursuing Germans, which, guess, 
meant suggest the incongruous horror war, but 
emerges hurly-burly impressionism. 


The book undeniably tour-de-force the free style 
the ultra-modern novel, and may good example 
this type writing. may also, the other hand, 
poorly written work, obscure and lacking defini- 
tion character and mobility plot. One can never 
really sure about these things; but this reader, upon 
reading The Flanders Road for the third time, felt be- 
fuddled, cheated and somewhat suspicious the whole 
performance. 


would consider The Flanders Road suitable only for 
those who (a) have penchant for the esoteric narra- 
tive technique, (b) are keenly interested the ex- 
tremes the modern continental novel, (c) are ardent 
admirers Claude Simon who has established quite 
reputation many reputable circles. lay claim 
none these divisions, compelled state that 
his characters individuals not appear worth the 
trouble takes decipher either their behavior 
Simon’s narrative style. all very confusing and, 
while Mr. Faulkner may have gotten away with 
The Sound and the Fury, al., The Flanders Road 
reminds one less these works than Noel Coward’s 
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impish musical commentary from Conversation Piece, 
“There’s always something fishy about the French!” 


William Lynch, 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Williams, Joan The Morning and the Evening 
Atheneum. May 248p. $4.00. (IIb) 


The events this novel occur rural Mississippi 
area and concern the life Jake Darby, who men- 
tally retarded and unable speak. Jake kindly, 
quiet, and harmless soul who lives with his mother 
and his brother farm. Jake’s brother, however, 
loathes small community life and leaves the farm 
seek adventure. One day the middle-aged Jake finds 
his mother dead. Friends and townspeople look 
him and make certain that fed and that his clothes 
are kept repair. time, Jake mistakes tender 
gesture the part lonely neighbor named Ruth 
Edna. Jake terrified. flees town and caught 
violent fit. Several the townsfolk decide that 
Jake menace and arrange have him committed 
the state asylum. There found that not 
insane: freed after the mandatory month obser- 
vation. returns his farm house. Little 
impecunious Negro, attempting rob Jake’s house 
accidentally knocks over kerosene lamp and starts 
fire. Jake burned death. 

The book very much the order Flannery 
O’Connor’s work,—the same kind setting and the 
same kind people, with emphasis the bizarre 
and the eccentric. For the first 101 pages the book 
delight. The characters are well observed; the speech 
patterns perceptively caught, and the background ex- 
pertly painted. Then suddenly Chapter the spell 
broken. are introduced love affair, which 
completely hackneyed and extraneous; and, what 
further disturbing, the style and manner becomes sud- 
denly that slick magazine. The Flannery O’Con- 
nor manner fades and becomes that talented subur- 
banite. sure, Mrs. Williams recovers from the 
disastrous fifth chapter, but from then on, the tone 
insincerity has alerted the reader, Although the re- 
mainder the novel recaptures some the early real- 
ism, never quite the same. There always para- 
graph here and there, page now and then, that 
out tune, and the writing moves not. This result 
really unfortunate for Mrs. Williams has flair; but 
one cannot both Flannery O’Connor and Evan 


Hunter. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
St. John’s University, 
New York, New York 


Olivier, Stefan Lost Sons 
Doubleday. May 12, 1961. 503p. $4.95. (IIb) 
Translated from the German, Lost Sons peculiar 
interest reflection its author’s views colonial- 
ism and militarism. (He opposes both.) 


503 very long pages, Mr. Olivier, who served 
German officer World War II, (in the army), tells 
the story Robert Altmann, who nineteen-year-old 
private German division the closing weeks 
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Germany’s resistance 1945. Taken prisoner the 
French, given two alternatives his captors: 
years imprisonment enlistment the Foreign 
Legion. Unwisely, chooses the latter; and the novel 
traces his twelve years Legionnaire: twelve years 
which begin with recruit training Algeria; see his 
transfer Indo-China and share the disaster 
Dienbienphu; his return Algeria and fighting against 
the “rebels” there; and, finally, desertion from the 
Legion and return Germany. 


The novelist has given his novel life the 
Legion, Beau Geste; there little glamor here; there 
none the “romance” which surrounds sentimental 
tales life North Africa and causes many small 
boys weigh seriously that choice for the future: 
the Foreign Legion, the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police? No, this tale blood, sweat, and 
tears; brutalized men, horrifying colonial cam- 
paigns; wasted lives; futility. 


Altmann, the novel’s protagonist, study degener- 
ation. note his transition from the innocent, 
wildered boy nineteen the highly efficient military 
automaton thirty-one. Even machines break down, 
however; and Altmann only human. Faced the 
horror the past and the dismal prospect life-long 
sentence professional legionnaire looming before 
him the future, takes stock himself, recovers 
his belief mankind and human decency, and de- 
serts. That this sudden reversal character brought 
about abruptly and without adequate motivation seems 
this reviewer major defect the novel. 


the light the recent crisis Algeria, Lost Sons 
some topical interest. News commentators have re- 
marked that the units the Foreign Legion presently 
stationed Algeria, and made largely German 
troops, supported the “Revolt the Generals.” These 
same commentators also suggest that result its 
activity, Gaulle thinking seriously suppressing 
the Legion and ending its long history integral 
part the armies France. Readers Olivier’s book, 
regardless their position with respect Algeria, will 
probably agree that the suspension long over-due. 


regrettable but true that Lost Sons is, despite its 
pretensions, pedestrian novel. Its style, making allow- 
ances for the fact that translation from the 
German, dull and heavy. And the book lacks pace; 
crawls where should rush. Characterization less 
than satisfactory, with the exception few 
ing portraits minor characters. 


Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Charles, Gerda The Crossing Point 
Knopf. May 15,1961. 303p. $4.50. 

The Crossing Point once effective psychological 
study and revelation theme both universal and 
profound, Set Jewish suburb London, in- 
volves its major characters complex series 
choices that touch, some way other, the common 
experience growing up: fidelity parents 
tion their confining influence; duty pleasure; self- 
indulgence self-denial. And completely 
dactic way, shows that the road sacrifice ulti- 
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mately the least difficult because leads the best 


The story worked out chiefly around Leo Norberg, 
middle-aged rabbi impressed with his station and 
anxious for wife whose intelligence and dignity will 
suited Yet also wants one who will 
physically attractive. decides bestow his 
honors Sophie, and her rejection entails considerable 
accommodation his ego. Next comes into associa- 
tion with the Gabriel family, whose daughters are ruled 
stubborn, bigoted father with fanatical 
conservatism. 


Essie eventually breaks through this parental tyranny 
eloping with gentile, her father’s hated Goyyim. 
This action accentuates her older sister Sara’s inhibited 
isolation, especially when illness leaves the father de- 
pendent Sara. Leo struggles length with his 
decision: Sara were young and beautiful and lively, 
the choice would easy; but, though intellectually 
adequate, she reserved, formal, and unexciting. 
Finally, impulse, proposes instead Lillie 
Stael unforeseen alternative. 


Dr. John Gildheim thereupon accepts Sara, along with 
her cantankerous parent; and Leo realizes has chosen 
the worse part. has suppressed the good within 
him, made the wrong choice, and watched Sara and 
John make the right one. Theirs the road hap- 
piness because unselfish. 

addition stylistic merit, Miss Charles’s novel holds 
interest informed and sympathetic revelation 
middle-class Jewish mores that objectively sees faults 
well virtues. The feminine characters are especi- 
ally convincing, but there reality all the portrayals. 
The skilful exposition theme, moreover, im- 
pressive achievement that merits general recommenda- 


tion. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Wolfe, Winifred Man Answers 


Doubleday. May 216p. $3.95. 


book amusing and entertaining, (presuming this 
its particular genre), that fine. But should have, 
addition, bed-rock common sense and some 
excellent psychological insights, that much the better. 
with this one. 


The story the seemingly airy tale the courtship 
and marriage Chantal Stacey, the girl who straight 
oston her father’s side, and pure French her 
mother’s. The combination provides Chantal with the 
most endearing virtues. She provocative but pru- 
dent, gay yet sensible. reader could resist her. 


Once she decides marry Eugene Wright, the photog- 
rapher, marked man, with the ring already visi- 
ble his finger. But the fun only beginning. 
Chantal has great deal learn about husbands; 
most she taught her charming mother, Ger- 
maine Stacey. Here woman wisdom, wit and 
wealth suggestions. Chantal utilizes her advice faith- 
fully, and the results are splendid—sometimes! 

The story nicely paced, and keeps the reader racing 
along. But the really important thing about the book 
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its sane sense, its balance, its you will. 
For under all the brittle gaiety and the banter, there 
sound judgment and most astute observations the 
nature men—and marriage. 


would unfair divulge the clever way which 

all this presented, but can summed like this: 

few marriages could anything but improved ap- 

plying the principles found this seemingly light little 


There more than you would expect find here, and 
delightful well instructive. The characters 
are well portrayed, particularly the women, who hold 
the reins the plot anyway. 


The book has already been purchased Universal 
Pictures: let hope Hollywood does good job 


did the author, 
Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Stegner, Wallace Shooting Star 
Viking. May 19,1961. 433p. $5.00. 

Shooting Star the story Sabrina Castro wealthy 
woman married society physician, bored with her 
life and hurt from neglect from her too-busy husband. 
Lonesome and unhappy after the once-too-often quar- 
rel, she falls love with married man, has clande- 
stine tawdry affair with him, then realizing that she 
betrayed her husband, her marriage, and herself, re- 
turns her wealthy childhood home where she tries 
rearrange her disordered life which, without purpose 
and fidelity, preys her discontented 


home, meet Sabrina’s elderly mother who lives 
more the past than the present, Sabrina’s un- 
scrupulous greedy brother, several servants, and few 
friends. this background family solidity she feels 
netted web convention, thus her lack respon- 
sibility and accomplishment among her happily-married 
friends highlights her frustration and sense guilt. 


With every possible advantage and every privilege that 
most privileged life could give her, she managed 
make everything come out wrong. She suffers mightily 
and verbosely from guilt feelings and blames herself 
for the hopeless outcome attempted reconciliation 
with her husband. Sabrina, for all her talk self- 
knowledge, never learned forgive herself nor forget 
the past. With all her acquaintance with the art 
living, she never discovered that forgetting one its 
fine arts. Her husband couldn’t fully forgive her either, 
and with basically puritanical conscience, her self- 
loathing and disgust lead her what seems logical 
solution her troubled life. Her self-contempt comes 
climax her self-destructive syndrome when she 
tries drunken frenzy shoot herself but misses. 
After this Sabrina sobers up, sends the kennel for 
her dog—for after dog loved you licked 
your hand—if you got angry with him hurt him, 
forgave you once, unasked.” She makes then 
more less firm resolution repent her wanton ways, 
stay home with her mother try save the family 
millions from her predatory brother, bear the child 
(which after all, not her husband’s), and carry on. 
The only trouble that Sabrina’s case more 
hope than likely possibility that she can accomplish 
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the seemingly Godless environment which she 
lives, for spiritual values are conspicuously absent 
her life. 


ern instance life since there much cynical amuse- 
ment the narrative, but the over-all effect one 
sadness are introduced, almost clinically, into the 
emotional labyrinthian ways Sabrina’s mind. And 
although Sabrina has control over her emotions, the 
story does not move one emotionally. 


The author seems showing, through the mental 
incoherence, maladjustment, perversity, and frustration 
this unhappy woman, that there are values life 
quite unavailable for money, but which are priceless 
for happy living. Upon reflection, there seems 
search for understanding and responsibility toward 
the wise choices which lead good life, indirec- 
tion the reader realizes the values discipline, humi- 
lity, and subordination the self human com- 
munity. 


The style marvel exactitude. The racing tempo 
the first chapter dwindles into the leisurely account 
the ancestral home. The characterization excel- 
lent, and the dialogue masterly. matter fact, 
stylistically this book brilliant, but one gets tired 
Sabrina’s self-absorbed sentimental journey. 


Clara Siggings, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Gennari, Genevieve The Other Woman 
McKay. Apr. 28,1961. 212p. $3.75. 


Genevieve Gennari French writer superior talent. 
Translated from the French, The Other Woman 
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soul-searching inventory the thoughts, words and 
deeds recently widowed Parisienne, Sylvestre Fon- 
taine, during the first period after her 
husband’s death. diary form, the novel plausible, 
convincing but cynical effect. 


Born Corsica, Sylvestre Costa had grown 
lively atmosphere political ferment. father, 
French deputy, respecting her analytical mind, had 
ways engaged her crossfire opinion the issues 
the day. Marriage Joseph Fontaine brought 
change. Fontaine, son old-guard family 
aged all forms self expression his wife. His was 
placid, laissez-faire role that ignored the rapid changes 
the social and political structures the times. 
vestre first recognized the chasm that separated them 
during the German occupation Paris when Joseph 
was prisoner war East Prussia. Their son, Jean 
Christophe, now the French forces, filled the gap 
his father’s absence. Their daughter, Virginie, born 
year after Joseph’s return, had died within few years. 
Joseph, conservative, cynical and regressive, refused 
accept the new France. longer 
functioned. 


During this period, Sylvestre had met the Finnish Irina 
whose code freedom became her ideal. Having long 
abandoned the orthodox Catholicism her ancestors, 
she fumbled for answer life. Joseph’s demise 
brings Sylvestre financial distress well shock. 
reassessment her position must made woman 
wholly unprepared for the problems life. Georges 
Hoberlin, cabinet minister for whom she has always 
harbored inexplicable antipathy, seems always 
anticipate her needs and obtains temporary job for 
her. ugly, gruff, undemanding and married 
Annie, the antithesis Sylvestre, later offers her em- 
ployment with South American tycoon, Cordobal. 
Meantime, Martin Campbell, old friend Joseph’s, 
returns Paris from the oil fields Algeria. Martin 
means dinners softly lit restaurants, the theatre 
again and endurance test lives for the 
tion oil from the desert wastes. But beggars cannot 
choosers. Martin, fiftyish, clean, bachelor and 
well-off. Martin, finally, means matrimony, and the 
choice between security another somnabulistic state 
the adventure new life Cordobal’s payroll 
becomes the central issue. 


Complications arise. The return her cousin, Augus- 
tin Costa, Paris revives Sylvestre’s infatuation with 
first love. Now representative the UN, married 
wealth and the father three daughters, Augustin 
refuses risk his success for the love Sylvestre offers 


him and which reciprocates. She the brink 


forming liaison with the weakling husband friend. 
South America becomes alluring simply because 
that much closer Augustin New York. Martin, 
returning Paris for good, requests Sylvestre for 
cision. mysteriously aware the issues 
stake, refuses accept hasty answer the South 
American proposal which has rapidly become 
nue escape rather than opportunity. Sylvestre 
has almost come accept herself Madame Camp- 
bell, the mother another child, secure and comfort- 
able new five-room apartment overlooking the Bois. 


All the experiences the past twelve months for- 
bear enumeration but they have left their mark. Like 
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light emerging from the shadows, the choice becomes 
clear. knows his Costa, always calls 
her, yet his silence like immense sigh relief 
she tells him her decision. 


from its symbolic death. Sylvestre Fontaine more 
than just woman the crossroads life. She the 
whole Western World facing the reality choice be- 
tween complacency action the social level, and 
between evil and good the moral plane. Sections 
novel require the warning that its readers should 
restricted those not easily swayed the repre- 
sentatives cults systems such the adulterous 
who for long influenced the heroine the 

piece. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Raven, Simon Doctors Wear Scarlet 
Simon and Schuster. May 1961. 252p. $3.95. (III) 


The academic world Lancaster College was maze 
professional intrigue, influence peddling, very par- 
friendships, jealousies and status seekers. the 
midst this intellectual atmosphere, which only serves 
backdrop for the horrendous sexual perversion, 
hinted but finally revealed, the person Richard 
Fountain, Doctors Wear Scarlet staggers its vampir- 
denouement. For Richard Fountain, the central 
figure this wolfish novel, attacks and drains the life 
blood from devoted Penelope’s neck, Penelope who has 
loved him both ante and post his infectious vampirism. 


Richard Fountain, who believes himself impotent, sets 
out investigate the ancient fertility rites which 
has researched Lancaster and elsewhere. travels 
Greece, Crete and craggy Hydra the company 
female vampire, Chriseis, who slowly draining 
him dry while powerless resist her vacuum 
kisses. wild and rocky section the island 
Hydra, Chriseis has brought her victim. She attempts 
sate her blood lust Richard but, fortunately, Rich- 
ard’s friends have been hot her blood plasma trail. 
Piers saves Richard the neck time choking 
Chriseis while she the very act. However, later 
events prove, this only delays the final outcome Rich- 
ard’s death and Penelope’s tragic demise. 


Anyone interested bloody thriller, replete with 
male and female vampires, expert medical opinion 
vampirism and ancient perversions the same, will find 
this suitable addition fond memories Bela Lugosi 
movies, and those were-wolf stories which the 
ghoulish fiends are staked their graves having 
pike driven through their hearts. horror movies are 
still demand, Hollywood can’t miss with this gem. 


Vincent Colimore, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Carter, Joseph Death and Four Lovers 
Doubleday. May 332p. $3.95. (IIb) 
With the race tracks Europe its setting, Joseph 


arter’s new novel tthe story race-car driver John 
Walker. Initially, Walker thoroughly preoccupied 
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with racing; that is, until two his friends, Frank Fer- 
guson and Frank’s fiancée, Diane Fitzpatrick, introduce 
him Susan Decker, American girl touring Europe. 
Walker, rough but likeable, member French 
team managed intrepid character called Wer- 
haus, who, manager, concerned primarily with the 
cars; concern for his drivers manifested only when 
their private lives affect their performance the track. 


Complications ensue when Walker falls love with 
Susan, and Ferguson, Diane’s utter dismay, also de- 
cides become racer. Later Ferguson killed 
accident, and this development temporarily drives 
Walker and the two girls apart. Shortly thereafter, 
however, Diane returns America after passing 
amatory inclination toward Walker, and Susan and 
Walker then become reconciled. 


Although the central interest, the title indicates, re- 
mains fixed the love theme, the book derives good 
deal its atmosphere and interest from car racing. The 
author obviously thoroughly familiar with the sport, 
and uses repeatedly for gripping background. 
the story moves around Europe, provides some excel- 
lent descriptions the excitement and color such 
famous racing spots Niirburgruing, Monte Carlo, and 
Mans. 


Superficially the book has kind loose unity, divided 
its narrative betwen racing and the relationships 
the four lovers. Beyond mere story, however, the 
novel also probes into the nature courage and love. 
Walker the chief instrument for study this theme. 
puzzled about courage finds demanded 
different situations, and only the book concludes 
does realize that true courage should not beaten 
down death. contrast his previously acquisi- 
tive life, moreover, the conclusion Walker also re- 
alizes for the first time the worth loving someone 
other than himself. 


The love affair between Walker and Susan handled 
very competently; presented realistic and straight- 
forward way, seen expression genuine affec- 
tion between the two. Their relations are not sensa- 
tionalized; however, since they occur extramaritally, the 
book appropriate only for mature readers. 


Eileen Bruch, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Conchon, Georges The Measure Victory 
Orion. May 252p. $3.95. 


Gallic versions Spanish psychology, (if you will for- 
give outrageous pun), are particularly galling 
many Spaniard. However, very little possibility 
such gastric reaction exists for the American reader 
The Measure Victory. Therefore, with this rather 
basic premise settied and then put aside, can said 
that this study two brothers opposite sides the 
end the Spanish civil war excellent piece 
craftsmanship, story with the technique and in- 
sight characteristic the better modern French writing, 


Juan Santisteban, the Loyalist, somehow makes his 
way back the old family home Madrid, now pre- 
sided over his brother Luis, colonel Franco’s 
army. The novel does more than probe the old ques- 
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tion whether blood can thicker than partisan 
fluids. takes both men they are, existentially in- 
hibited external circumstance and internally trapped 
all levels their proper personalities. 


There are conflicting questions unravel. 
fails drive out his brother direct action, really 
cowardice his part? How much does fear the 
loss his own security, his position the victorious 
army? Does abhor his brother’s presence, 
the situation itself that revolts him? When takes 
steps estimate the whole problem hiring profes- 
sional not yet infrequent occur- 
rence Madrid night June 1939,—does this reflect 
effort have his decisions made for him and dis- 
covery that cannot follow them through even then? 
really nothing, pawn with the terrible power 
choose wrongly, especially terms the different 
factions arising within the Franco ranks? 

And Juan, too, must face himself: Why did not 
underground with the others? What was used 
believe during the turbulent years? What caused his 
perspective subtly change make him wonder 
what there was loyal to, and whether the Loyalist 
slogans disguised something outside life saw it? 
Finally, what ever brought him inflict his embarras- 
sing presence his home and his brother? 


With almost casual sense drama, author Conchon 
vitalizes the conflict and makes true psychologi- 
cal thriller. The Measure won what? 
falls somewhat short Bridge the River Kwai, 
but possesses taut dynamism that carries ineluct- 
ably its human conclusion. For the reader who likes 
the psychological expertly handled, this novel should 
have high priority. The translation Elizabeth Abbott 


fine. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University 


Hanley, Gerald The Journey Homeward 
World. May 345p. $4.50. (Ila) 

All things being equal, Irishman who bit fey 
and who has lived and farmed Kashmir has better 
chance understanding and writing about India than 
the next man. Gerald Hanley, who lived India and 
and Pakistan before and after independence, and has 
sense humor, such and Irishman. The shifting, 
puzzling, blandly religious life the Indian subconti- 
nent, not too unlike Ireland its political history, comes 
life The Journey Homeward, Prabhu, the absen- 
tee maharajah Jashimpur, returns his tiny moun- 
tain state north India. his train come Lila, his wife, 
and Prem, his brother. three have learned Eng- 
land seek the answers life’s problems bottle. 
Prabhu, confirmed fuzzy socialist, determined 
rule his kingdom wisely and well can. His 
people, whose language can hardly speak after years 
England, are shiftless, cynical, lazy and cowardly 
lot whose one redeeming feature seems their 
ability laugh themselves. Reminiscent the 
Yahoos Gulliver’s Travels, they soon make appar- 
ent that the maharajah’s peaceful reforms mean noth- 
ing them. 

Having spurned peace, they also spurn the sword. Has- 
san, one their own and forthright peasant revolu- 


Best 


tionary, gets just about far with them does Prabhu, 
The thin gruel poverty, apathy and the noonday sun 
has been their fare for too long. too, finds that 
this people not material for bloody revolution. 


Hari Lal, young Brahman adventurer, uses both the 
Maharajah and Hassan, plus his own deeper knowl 
edge the traditional Indian desire for self 
tion, become the power behind the throne. 
while, and around all this petty intrigue flits Miss 
Bullen, dessicated missionary Memsahib who, after 
forty years the hills and three questionable converts 
show for it, counts her life, not without some reason, 
failure. friend Lila she comes the palace 
act governess Lila’s and Prabhu’s two precoci- 
ous boys. With her passes the last the thin red line 
that was the British Raj another reform that 
did not work India. Miss Bullen presses Lila take 
the pledge, thereby saving least one the royal 
family; and she counsels Lila break her platonic 
love affair with British colonel, Clegg-Bray, but not 
before becomes play for one and tonic for the other 
when Clegg-Bray blows his brains out. 

The whole mad structure life Jashimpur finally 
reaches its donouement violent earthquake which 
levels most the capital city, all the palace, and 
kills the well-meaning Maharajah Sahib and his tragic 
brother Prem. The people, apathetic for long, rally 
the face common disaster and seems that the 
Gandhian solution will again triumph. 


Although times the characters seem overdrawn, the 
situation The Journey Homeward entertaining and 
gives accurate enough picture life feudal 
state. Mr. Hanley’s tongue-in-cheek prose makes 


quite readable. 
Desmond Matthews, 
Raj Anandpur, Bihar, India 


Erlanger, Michael Silence Heaven 
Atheneum. May 18, 1961. 169p. $3.75. (Ila) 

There irony perhaps the title this novel, for 
there concern with heaven nor with any silence 
within that celestial realm. There is. however, consid- 
erable emphasis terrestrial existence, and particular 
stress laid the absurdity such existence. 
reviewer inclined conclude that the theme this 
novel affirmation the existentialist philosophy 
Sartre, for the content the narrative seems 
gest the proposition: life what is; one cannot 
much about except endure it. 

Since the story shaped fit the demands that 
proposition, and since the author resorts old trick 
fulfill his aim, there nothing engrossing exciting 
about the tale all. number stereotyped 
acters are revealed, meeting world which all 
human and vegetable life has ceased. this new 
bewildering world, their basic humanity supposedly 
resurrected, and they face future obviously create 
brave new world. The world which this handful 
people had known, apparently ignored God and 
ligion. The new world, which they look hopefully, 
promises man-created and blithely unaware 
the spiritual nature man. 

The basic principle existentialism—if may said 
have such—is considered that persons 
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things exist, and that all the absurdity known 
life. Such principle certainly evident this novel. 
possible, course, that there are people this 
world who are barren mentally and spiritually the 
characters drawn this book; possible, too, that 
their reactions and intellectual horizons would 
commonplace; but seems quite improbable that any 
group such disparate people would assent and ac- 
cept such drab life which they pledge themselves 
The author arraigns modern civilization, particularly 
American civilization, with the usual thrusts con- 
and complacency, intolerance injustice. 
The blurb the jacket reminds the reader that 
quite witty and satirical doing so. However, this re- 
viewer found Mr. Erlanger merely given philosophi- 
cal posturing. About the only comment may 
said make regarding human existence that 
absurd. takes him considerable amount time 
say so, and will waste enormous amount any 
reader’s time through page after page pedes- 
trian writing only told that human existence 
absurd. This review itself may sound absurd and dis- 
appointing, but then the book is, too. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Jameson, Storm Last Score 
Harper. May 10, 1961. 235p. $3.95. (IIb) 
imaginary British colony the throes revolution. 
The natives are dark, but how dark, you wonder? 
Asia The situations that arise are applic- 
able many places the globe this era rising 
nationalism, and once you accept the fact that could 
happen any real British colony you can settle down 
toa rather interesting novel. 
Basically this the study not revolution but 
character. Sir Richard Ormston, governor the 
colony, ambitious and successful When 
meet him first the classic picture self-con- 
fidence, poise and authority. His life well-ordered 
and includes gracious mother who ambitious 
is, self-effacing wife, beautiful mistress, and 
son whom dotes. His attitudes are impeccably 
correct and whatever violence arises feels fully cap- 
able handling. His precipitous downfall begins with 
the capture the British traitor, Boyd, mastermind 
the guerilla fighters who have committed number 
atrocities the name freedom. Boyd has been 
friend Sir Richard since their childhood 
well being the husband Anne, Sir Richard’s mis- 
tress, When, after sleepless days interrogation, Boyd 
still refuses talk, Ormston permits “the use other 
means get the facts out him.” The torture breaks 
not only Boyd but Ormston, who the sight his 
mutilated friend, realizes the enormity his own self- 
deception. longer sees himself “in mirror 
darkly” but with such merciless clarity that life be- 
comes impossible. 
Storm Jameson professional writer, with all the vir- 
tues and the limitations that that adjective implies. 
props are standard, her tone glib and even 
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little But her narrative flows freely and the 
figure Sir RichardOrmston least, she has wrought 
character analysis which goes beneath the surface 
and reveals the underlying superficiality and insecurity 
his nature. 
Miriam Flannery Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Silone, Ignazio The Fox and the Camellias 
Harper. May 19,1961. 139p. $3.50. 


Signore Silone’s novel goes back more than 
years time and setting the vicinity Bellin- 
zona and Locarro where self-exiled opponents the 
blackshirt regime waited and worked for the days 
freedom from totalitarian rule home. Here Daniele 
lived his father’s farm with his wife and daughters, 
laughed times his neighbors because had 
spent some years his youth Schaffhausen 
lathe worker and was thus considered inept caring 
for his vines and His elder daughter, Silvia, 
seems destined for marriage Agostino until hand- 
some young man injured motor accident just 
outside their farm home and Silvia falls deeply love 
with him, not knowing that this one the secret 
agents sent spy among the exiles and ferret out 
the names their collaborators Italy. Too late 
she and her father learn that this was the fox for whom 
trap had been laid and that has presumably got 
possession incriminating lists. Caught the back- 
wash the harmless little seamstress Nunziatina. This 
skillful short novel which suggests much more 
than says outright and the people are admirably 
drawn vital lines. That the story based the 
author’s own experiences obvious. 


Harvey, Frank The Lion Pit 
Little, Brown. May 343p. $4.95. (IIb) 


Carey Furnace, Pennsylvania industrial town, the 
setting this novel which explores the manners and 
mores steel company executives. Mr. Harvey’s 
the tried-and-true Grand Hotel technique, presenting 
vignettes representative executives and their families 
the industrial complex headed John Carey. 
the denouement. the tangled lives and problems are re- 
solved graphically painted disaster, through which 
the characters are purgatorily cleansed ordeal 
fire and molten 


Mr. Harvey attempts substantiate his belief that: 


“the men our modern society who have real teeth—the 
lions—still are potent, despite the definite fact that there are 
millions Organization Men staffing our great corporations. 
belive that strong, intelligent, daring men will always 
premium. The secondary theme feeling that our 
nation still suffering from surface hypocrisy which 
hangover from the Puritan tradition. don’t mind how 
dirty the linen gets provided laundered private.” 
The central and secondary themes are nicely woven 
Mr. Harvey’s gallery characters. Pettiness and frus- 
tration, lives not-so-quiet desperation are detailed 
for the reader. Towering above the cast the heroic 
figure John Carey, the steel czar who, stricken in- 
operable melanoma, stoically succumbs fiery mar- 
tyrdom effort save the town his company built. 
the opposite pole young Ken Carpenter whose 
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conspiracy control Carey Steel comes naught 
simply because his actions were negation his real 
self. Carpenter’s destruction potentially valuable 
photograph executive compromising position 
reminiscent Henry James’ The American. 


Though both Mr. Harvey’s themes are present 
The Lion Pit, the emphasis certainly upon the tangled 
sexual lives his people, their public morality and 
private deviation. Certain incidents are graphically de- 
tailed, but seem keeping with the characters’ 
development. Mr. Harvey often shows flash in- 
sight, his discussion the differing degrees 

suburban dwellings and their significance. swiftly 
sketches his characters’ ambitions and frustrations,— 
among them: the fledgling novelist Jake Abbott; the 
Snyders, Howie and whose selfishness and domi- 
nation end tragedy; Margaret Fiori, the jaded heriess 
married paralyzed Italian fortune-hunter; and 
Louise, the banker’s shy daughter who achieves mea- 
sure maturity and independence. The author per- 
haps most successful capturing the imagination 
Archie, the retarded not demented village boy whose 
dreams revenge culminate the train wreck en- 
gineers and which himself consumed. 


The Lion Pit has all the ingredients successful 
scenario, and our guess the film-makers will pur- 
chase this novel. 

Nicholas Loprete, Jr., 

St. John’s University, 

Long Island, New York 


Verdick, Mary Place Honor 
Doubleday. May 304p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Chapter finds assembled corner’s inquest 
the town Fairhaven, where Jotham Bartwell, re- 
cently married Amy (the narrator the story), has 
been called give additional information regarding 
the apparent suicide Amy’s aunt, Lolly Winters, who 
had been found dead her garage with the car run- 
ning. post-mortem revealed that death had been 
caused actually blow the head. Harry 
editor the town scandal sheet, motivated his re- 
sentment more personable man, had pointed the 
finger Jotham. Most the remainder this novel 
tells the background events leading this situation, 
and it’s mighty fancy background, much too much 
intricately tangled warrant summary in- 
volves showing how Jotham had been advised leave 
the seminary just prior his ordination and after 
years study and how that disappointment set him off 
career rebellion which includes the seduction 
Lolly Winters and 12-year long affair with her 
until goes gladly off war; and how Amy had been 
orphaned and taken raised her aunt Lolly, 
but knew nothing her aunt’s relationship with 
Jotham, that when Amy meets Jotham New York 
when returns from the war, they fall love and 
marry; and how Lolly, who has been consoling herself 
with bottled spirits, goes madly hysterical when she 
finds out; and how Jotham seems involved and, 
remorse for his rebellion, tries get himself ac- 
cused the murder. There also half-sister Amy 
who has become become psychopathic and ran 
away time show Jotham’s mother’s kitchen 


and there try kill herself with But 
nick-of-time solution prevents the suicide, clears 
ham murder charge and, presumably, allows 
vors their giddy way. 


This is, presumably also, “Catholic novel”; but 
grossly improbable that afraid not going 
raise the standards “Catholic fiction,” although the 
actual writing good and the suspense well 
devoutly hope that Hollywood will miss it. 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Hunter, Evan Mothers and Daughters 
Simon and Schuster. May 22, 1961. 605p. $5.95. (IV) 
November day Connecticut 1942 the action 
this lengthy novel begins; concludes Connecticut 
spring evening 1960. between, (plus few 
sequences going back 1939), have here the stories 
five major characters—Amanda Soames, 
Burke, Julia and David Regan, and Kate Bridges. Mr. 
Hunter, whose sensational Blackboard Jungle brought 
him initial fame seven years ago, has tried here 
weave the five lives using the motif love. His suc 
cess heavily qualified one. 


For one thing, Mr. Hunter has tried too much. 
The plan his latest novel suggests the inevitability 
episodic structure; and are asked follow not one 
life but five lives. One tempted comment that 
seldom has little been owed many. The work 
climax; perhaps best have series small 
maxes within episodes the four main divisions the 
book, named for the four women. David appears 
all four sections. 


superficial plot-summary might read like this: 
Part Amanda Soames, music major Connecti- 
cut college, marries, not classmate Morton Yardley, the 
potential minister, but lawyer Matthew Bridges, whom 
she first dislikes. (Matthew., surprisingly enough, 
does not write her line during his years Army 
service during the war, though thinks her daily, 
but rushes back woo and win her when the war 
over.) Part they have child and adopt niece, 
Kate, age six, who becomes the subject Part 
Part II, however, chiefly the story Gillian’s love 


for David, wrecked the conflict marriage versus 
career; they separate, unmarried, meet unexpectedly 
Rome eleven years later, successful television 
producer. she rising movie actress. Julia, 
mother and the protagonist Part III, had 
ous love affair 1939 that brings about her husband’s 
suicide and her son’s eventual disillusionment 
ing her, years later. And Kate, the subject Part IV, 
falls love with David, twice her age. 


Enough has been said here show the importance 
love,—in the sense physical attraction,—in this book. 
becomes almost natural that when two characters 
meet after nearly dozen years separation almost 
their first reaction should invitation (by the 
woman!) bed. The characters are all amoral— 
much that David’s angry disillusionment when 
finally his mother’s sexual indiscretion 
one years before, comes somewhat surprise, its 
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frankness, one description sexual union, (extramari- 
tal, course), reads like something out Law- 
rence. Perhaps the other most vivid scene one 


childbirth. 


Occasionally melodramatic and improbable, this novel 
seems intended for women readers accustomed real- 
ism sort who enjoy stories love—or what passes 
for love. The most attractive figures (for this re- 
viewer) are Amanda nineteen and Kate seventeen, 
fresh and partly unspoiled (Kate plays the seduct- 
but, “warned” inner feeling that what she 

doing will repel rather than win,— 

forbears). look back upon this novel, see 

that Mr. Hunter has given violence, fornication, 
suicide, insanity and lust—Let the buyer be- 


John Phillipson, Ph.D., 
Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 
Rawls, Wilson Where the Red Fern Grows 


Doubleday. May 26,1961. 212p. $3.95. 


difficult, think, write bad boy-and-his-dog 
story, but really excellent one rare. Short stories 
and magazine tales frequently make use the theme, 
but book publishers generally shy away from handling 
it, unless beamed readers the younger set. 
Wilson Rawls has done fine job with appealing 
narrative has come along since Fred Gipson wrote 
Old Yeller, with which Where the Red Fern Grows 
can favorably compared. suspect this present work 
will around for while enjoyed both adult 
and younger readers; deserves be. 


This time have two dogs—and two dogs with “per- 
sonality.” The boy Billy Colman, attractive Ozark 
Mountains boy with passion for coon hunting; the 
dogs are Old Dan and Little Ann, red coon hounds. 
The scene laid the author’s own Cherokee country 
Oklahoma. feel with Billy through his two- 
year struggle save fifty dollars, his overwhelming hap- 
being able finally order the two puppies. 
Then comes the training period, during which the two 
dogs, each its own way, become expert hunters. 
Much the narrative typically boy-and-dog the 
hunting nights are described, but the description 
well done that the reader finds himself completely en- 
thralled. plain that the author home with his 
subject and that are re-living with him many boy- 


hood hunt. 


into greater detail the plot would spoil 
the story, for much its merit rests Mr. Rawls’ 
ability create and maintain suspense. Whatever the 
teader’s degree sophistication, though, defy him 
finish this book without old-fashioned lump 
his throat. Recommended. 


Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 
Leonardtown, Maryland 
Loomis, Edward The Hunter Deep Summer 
Viking. May 25,1961. $3.75. 


Readers The Hunter Deep Summer may well re- 
call other murder trial novels recent seasons, e.g. 
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Anatomy -of Murder, they follow John Bridges’ 
efforts muster evidence for his Johnny Pine 
and Billy Shaw, two Piute boys accused killing 
white man. soon becomes apparent, however, that 
the fate the defendants, which Bridges adjudges em- 
blematic future relationships between Indian and 
white along the California-Nevada border, means less 
him than his need redefine his own goals life. 
fact the trial becomes kind therapy which 
administers himself, the reader marveling, Bridges 
swings into the peroration his appeal the boys’ 
behalf, that does not suddenly produce mirror 
see how doing. The reader never really asked 
care much whether the boys are guilty not, nor 
does their fate, when disclosed, arouse flicker con- 
cern. Like Bridges, the reader finds himself distracted 
during the trial Verna Uhlmeyer, wife the prose- 
cuting attorney. Yet Bridges physical conquest her 
ultimately shows itself insubstantial his court 
victory. 


Most men meeting Bridges’ frustrations time life 
when they have lost faith their own motivations, 
hardly could emerge from the experience reinvigorated. 
Yet Edward Loomis asks believe that few excur- 
sions into the rugged country where the murder was 
committed, together with ambiguous encounters with 
Tom Acorn, ancient Piute, awaken his protagonist 
manly feelings and zestful energies which enable him 
pick with life again. Only the student Rous- 
seau can conjecture how nature accomplishes this 
miracle. 


Loomis skillful writer and deserves better chance 
display his talents than the misadventures John 
Bridges affords him. His theme, Bridges’ attempt 
assess himself, laudable. The sensitivity shows 
recording unspoken desires and responsiveness proves 
him excellent witness the groping exchanges that 
occur between human beings they seek express 
their need another and dissatisfaction with 
empty goals. But few readers can respect the manner 
which Bridges makes the world around him serve 
exclusively means for examining his own person- 
ality. receives life, never gives. One ends 
not caring what finds out about himself. Since 
obvious from the start that John Bridges never lived 
for anything except his own pleasure, the assurance, 
the book ends, that, despite his misgivings, his capacity 
for pleasure not yet exhausted, hardly can matter 


many. 
John McAleer, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Callard, Maurice The End the Visit 
Doubleday. May 216p. $3.95. 

Mr. Callard novelist who very good some 
things and wretched others. Unfortunately, has 
chosen write this his first published 
America, about love, and lacks the vaguest inkling 
what it’s all about. 


British soldier named Harry, duty Haifa just 
before the Arab-Israeli war, spots gorgeous Arab girl, 
(ideal for dust jacket illustrations), frolicking the 
beach, yearns for her, finds she yearns for him, and 
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deserts the Army. The rest the novel describes their 
descent into the subterranean world violence and 
corruption that allegedly typify the Middle East. This 
supposed fresh and exciting, but will not startle 
anyone familiar with old Peter Lorre movies. after 
while the reader begins suspect that east east 
and west west, and that virile (if incredibly stupid) 
young Briton simply will not persevere with 
amoral Arab girl, for absurd surprise. 

The author, who served Palestine police officer, 
knows the incidentals his background and has fair 
gift for narrative. But his hero muscular dimwit 
whose definition love never gets higher than his belt 
buckle. The girl, consequently, although she has pos- 
sibilities character, seldom emerges more than 
kind animated pin-up, stock oriental glamor girl. 
The “love” scenes are handled with reasonable re- 
straint, but the point one couldn’t care less. 

James Arnold, 

Marquette University 


Brief Comment 


Parrot, Andre Sumer: The Dawn Art 
Golden. May 19, 1961. 396p. $20.00. 
The first volume series called The Arts 
Mankind under the general editorship Andre Mal- 
raux and George Salles, this handsome volume, 
augury major undertaking publishing. The series 
projected will comprise volumes, and will joint- 
issued publishers five countries, (Thames 
Hudson Great Britain; Gallimard France; 
Beck Germany; Feltrinelli Milan; and Golden 
Press S.). The plan sems issue one 
two volumes year, and evidence the first vol- 
ume, one would advise libraries set aside part 
their budget acquire each volume the series. 

The text Sumer, oldest known civilizations the 
Mesopotamian area dating from 5000 B.C. and much 
unknown prior the archaeological excavations 
1930 and onwards, has been prepared Andre Par- 
rot and the translation Stuart Gilbert and James 
Emmons eminently easy read. The volume lav- 
ishly illustrated with photographic reproductions, many 
color, well with sketches and drawings re- 
constructions buildings such the massive ziggurats 
and tower-temples, and with maps and charts exca- 
vation sites. The whole volume revelation 
culture with astonishing skills architecture, sculpture, 
painting and deserves the admiration which, obviously, 
Parrot has for it. 


Starr, Chester 
The Origins Greek Civilization: 
1100-650 B.C. 
Knopf. May 15, 1961. $8.50. (Ila) 
Professor (of History) Starr this detailed volume in- 
vestigates the forces and sources which shaped the evo- 
lution Greek Civilization culminating the bril- 
liance the “golden age” the fifth century B.C., 
and suggests that this Mediterranean civilization was 
the result sort spontaneous “renaissance” which 
erupted almost simultaneously several closely related 
areas, mostly between 850-650 B.C.. finds little 
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support for the theory some that either northern famec 
Babylonian (Mesopotamian) influences had much effect 1938. 
and that, spite other theorizing the acting 
there was sharp differentiation between the the 
ean-Minoan culture and the “glory that was 
His studies the Greek Dark Age, prior 850 tanger 
indicate “autonomous” growth largely independent After 
prior cultures. The work well written but neces length 
sity will appeal mostly the student Greek history tion 
and art. his 
Toma 
Sansom, William Blue Skies, Brown Studies 
Little, Brown. May 22,1961. 208p. $6.50. 
collection fifteen “travel pieces” prefaced with 
introductory essay, “From Writer’s Notebook,” this 
pleasant volume will delight armchair adventurers who 
know and remember who would like know such 
charming places Baden-Baden, Vicenza, Semmering, 
St. Tropez, Capri, Salzburg, Vienna, London, Sogne (in 
Norway), and the Cote d’Azur, under the knowledge. 
able guidance one the best practitioners art 
which Norman Douglas and Aubrey Menen are 
masters. Some handsome and striking Roy. 
illustrate the text, but there need for index such 
other scholarly apparatus. Fine for bedside table and was 
Froman, Robert The Nerve Some Animals 
Lippincott. May 17,1961. 250p. $4.95. curate 


table 


The strange, sometimes endearing, seldom wholly pre 
dictable behavior some the wild animals the 


North American continent the subject this collec 
tion essays three-toed wolf, wild horses, accour 
faloes, beaver, jaguar, coyotes, camel, rats, bear, mance 
tain lion, and dolphins. Mr. Froman careful amore 
screen tales and anecdotes and his reporting well- than 
balanced natural history, with much intriguing life 


nately 


tion. quite likely that will enchant those who 


have made Born Free and Ring Bright Water best the 
sellers. 

well 


Moscow, Alvin Tiger Leash 
who 
diligent reconstruction the airplane accident 
February 1957, which DC-6A loaded with 
and 101 persons aboard crashed fiery landing 
Rikers Island one minute after its take-off from 

Guardia field heavy snowstorm, this book likely 
make queasy air-travelers think twice thrice Opoto 
fore boarding plane, particularly bad weather. But Dutton. 
Mr. Moscow points out also the relative safety Stan 
travel particularly the years since 1957. care did 
fully reports the investigations into the cause the more 
crash and appends chart analyzing accidents aif sequen 
transportation through the year 1957. pages feature 
photographs, list the passengers the ill-fated wealth 
plane, (81 survived), and index, with covers 
map the crash area add value the book. tributic 
Picture 


Stanislavsky, Konstantin the Art the Stage 
Hill and Wang. 311p. $4.50. 


David Magarshack has made the translation and those 
ten introduction this famous work the world the 


uch effect 

contrary, 
Greece,” 

850 
neces 
history 
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director the Bolshoi Theater who died 
Stanislavky’s “method” teaching the art 
acting has gained much publicity America through 
the efforts the Group Theater and the “Method” 
the Strasbergs, although both are rather 
After notable introductory essay some pages 
length, translator Magarshack presents lucid explana- 
tion the “system” which Stanislavsky evolved out 
his studies great actors his time, among whom was 
Salvini. clear that, despite its oppon- 
the “System” did teach the actor how identify 


himself with his role and helped the audience live 
him. But like many new techniques, can 
this edition, will welcome the theater shelves any 
urers who college public library. 
now such Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 
Sogne (in 
Haldane, Charlotte Alfred 
such Alfred Musset, poet, novelist, critic and dramatist, 
table and was born Paris, December 11, 1810, when Napoleon 
was the height his glory. died the same 
city years later, his health shattered drugs, drink 
dissipation. The subtitle this biography, “the 
Animals passionate life Alfred Musset,” brief and ac- 
curate description his reckless career, from the tant- 
holly pre tums indulged spoilt and emotionally un- 
the table child, the last his many affairs with women 
high and low degree. considerable portion this 
rses, buf- account devoted his sordid and tempestuous ro- 
ar, moun mance with George Sand, whom became en- 
areful amored the age 23, and she seven years older 
life this witty, charming social butterfly as, alter- 
hose who nately gay and depressed, flutters drunkenly down 
best the years early death. Given the material, his 
biographer does the slightly sentimental best she can 
with it, and has translated number his sonnets 
well some the more notable passages his longer 
works, careful index the names the personages 
who enter the account appended. 
cargo Edward Jacklin, Ph.D., 
nding Georgetown University 
from 
hrice Opotowsky, Stan TV: The Big Picture 
ait Stan Opotowsky New York reporter who recently 
did documentary story the Louisiana Longs and 
the recently inspected the Kennedy cabinet. Con- 
its sequently his material well organized, has 
pages feature-story flavor, and highly readable despite 
covers the history television, from the earliest con- 
tributions made solving the problem transmitting 
Pictures from one place another,—a Swedish profes- 
Stage British telegrapher, German inventor, Rus- 
sian, another Englishman all had part,—through the 
and those RCA and GE, down the adoption 
the radio industry and the final achievements 
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know them today. Backgrounds, producing centers, the 
people involved this fantastic story are all covered 
and the book provides interesting insights into what 
finally summed Big Business with the author 
wryly commenting that TV-land nice place 
visit but wouldn’t want live there.” There are, 
however, many judicious and subtle comments other- 
wise concerning audience levels and responses, news 
coverage, the ratings and mass market preoccupation, 
agents, quiz-show scandals, the educative responsibili- 
ties the medium which say the networks, 
and hopeful forecast for its “The medium 
powerful,” Opotowsky concludes, “that its misuse 
sin against the entire nation.” 
Judson LaHaye 


Coffin, Tristram Not the Swift 
Norton. Mar. 31,1961. 379p. $4.50. (IIb) 

Malcolm Christiansen was Marine colonel heading 
division assigned clean some rebels Mindanao 
some time after the Korean “police action,” and was 
there Mickie Moonan, expert reporter and public rela- 
tions man, found him and began building the legend 
that led finally Christiansen’s election the Presi- 
dency the charming and not too bright Crusader for 
Peace, man with irresistible smile, moments 
convincing sincerity, and the ability what was 
told, most the time. all for settling matters 
ing and talk with the Russian premier. However, 
things are boiling faster than can see them: par- 
ticularly explosive situation West Germany 
where demagogue has arisen arouse the militant 
minded sense destiny the ones who must 
defeat and destroy Russia, the demagogue ironically 
named Gottfried. Mal Christiansen favor bila- 
teral disarmament and backed this his Secre- 
tary State, wealthy Silas King. Jefferson Lawrence, 
secretary defense, sees the danger being tricked 
and orders the development nerve gas projectiles 
equip allies. And this becomes known just after Chris 
seemed have won over the Russian premier com- 
pletely. And that about where this novel ends. The 
atmosphere Washington knowledgeably done, and 
the presidential routine, too, seems authentic. What 
everyone who reads this will guessing, is, course, 
who the protoypes the many prominent characters 
could be. But Mr. Coffin seems have taken sufficient 
care preclude any positive identification, even in- 


Clue Works 


The Broken Jigsaw Paul Somers, (Harper. 184 
$3.50; moves along smoothly the wife and male 
nurse wealthy cripple plot the perfect murder 
only have mother nature interfere The Double 
Frame Anthony Morton, (Doubleday. 190 $2.95; 
IIa), only fair; when the pretty girl asks the jeweller- 
art-dealer-detective help her brother, who in- 
volved robbery and murder, goes work despite 
opposition from both robbers and police Doris Miles 
Disney avoids the hackneyed Mrs. Meeker’s Money, 
her latest featuring postal inspector sleuth, here faced 
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with case fraud complicated murder, (Double- 
day. 192 $2.95; Lionel White’s Death Sea, 
(Dutton. 186 $2.95; incredibly amateurish 
the writing; and the plot involving wrecked charter 
boat and the disappearance its passengers help 
stories Inspector Carella and Cotton Hawes the 
87th precint are combined Squad Room, (Simon 
and Schuster. 320 $3.50; IIb); Payoff” 
starts with the murder blackmailer and gathers 
the threads that lead his murderer well the 
evidence which the blackmailer was based; “The 
Lady Killer” involves search for killer who has sent 
the police note promising kill “The Lady” eight 
the night the note arrives the squad 
Gold and Wine, Roy Vickers mixes cache mil- 
lions gold bullion, Balkan princess exile, group 
patriots from her land, bunch gangsters, Scot- 
land Yard, and monocled adventurer with flair for 
intrigue make rip-snorting go-around that will keep 
guessing page 220, (Walker. 220 
3.50 I). 


The Chinese Gold Murders Robert van Gulick, 
(Harper. 202 $3.50; IIb), the latest successor 
The Chinese Bell Murders and, like it, imitates the 
classic Chinese detective stories method and ac- 
tually based ancient cases. The sleuth Judge Dee, 
newly appointed magistrate Adult readers 
should find this refreshingly different Carambola 
David Dodge, (Little, Brown. 275 $3.95; IIa), 
describes one man’s efforts help murderer escape 
from Spain; the chase from Spain through Andorra into 
France well but the plot motivation only so-so 
Adam’s Case Michael Underwood, (Doubleday. 
184 $2.95; enjoyable story about young 
English lawyer who, after prosecuting seemingly 
simple case assault, suspects that deeper motives are 
involved and begins investigation that uncovers mur- 
der, robbery and surprise ending Deadlier Than 
the Male, appropriately Genevieve 
(Doubleday. 187 $2.95; turns out aver- 
age whodunit which man dies, his wife disappears 
and his brother suspects that she habitual hus- 
band-killer and hires detective find her; detective 
pursues dame and vice-versa Ross Macdonald’s 
detective fiction much above the usual level plot- 
ting, style, and (given private-detective focal point) 
restraint; all which confirmed The 
Woman, (Knopf. 278 $3.50; IIb), which Lew 
Archer hired search for Phoebe Wycherly her 
father. The 21-year-old college student had disappeared 
San Francisco the day her father, recently divorced 
from Caroline Wycherly, set sail for two-month 
cruise the South Pacific. The trail leads blackmail, 
murder, and satisfyingly suspenseful and unpredict- 
able solution. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 
Upper-bracket Paperbacks: 
The Reader Over Your Shoulder Robert Graves and 
Alan Hodge, (Macmillan 47, $2.25; I), hand- 
book for writers English effect, excel- 
lent study English writing, starting with short 
chapter the genius English, then following with 
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cogent chapters various “styles” and three excellent 
chapters “the principles clear writing,” all 
copies,” studies segments modern prose which 
clarity and grace are analysed and commented upon, 
after which rewriting shows how the piece could 


7 


have been improved. would recommend 
consideration text for composition courses 
Reader’s Guide Literary Terms Karl Beckson and 
Arthur Ganz, (Noonday 203, $1.95; arranged 


dictionary form. but single column. 
handy reference The 


translation Tatlock and Percy MacKaye, (MP 


51, $2.35; IIb), and bargain Novels the Eight 


Modern 


Chaucer contains the complete works Chaucer 


een-Forties Kathleen Tillotson, (Oxford 15, 
I), contains long (156p.) introductory survey 


novel England from 1840-1850, followed essays 
each four novels, “Dombey and Son,” “Mary 
Barton,” “Jane Eyre,” and “Vanity Fair” Edith 
Hamilton’s Mythology, (UL 93, $1.95; 
handy and economical reference book for the student 
son and Knox (Bantam 10, $0.50; tries 
cover more ground less space than the preceding, 
but is, course, much cheaper. appends 
ciation key and treats its material divisions 
The Reader’s Guide edited William Wil 
liams, (Penguin 500, $1.25; gathers together 


fields under general headings. Not all the books 
listed would recommended for general reading. 
supplementary index American editions books 
listed the “Guide” supplied with the parent book 
free charge. 

reprint one the most authoritative “introduc 
tions East Roman civilization” first. published 
1948, (Oxford. 16, $2.25; fortified with fine 
appendix, index and sheaf pho 
thology native African writers selected and edited 
Peggy Rutherford, (UL 105, $1.45; mostly 
Turmoil American reporter Michael Clark 
almost outdated already recent events that sector 
Africa; but the background material the rebellion 
well assembled and presented, (UL 99, $1.65; 
Modern Soviet Short Stories has been selected and 
translated George Reavey and contains 


almost many different writers, with introductory 
essay and biographical notes the authors. (UL 
cludes “The Weavers,” “Hannele,” “Rose Bernd” and 
the less familiar “The Beaver Coat” and “Drayman 
Henschel,” (Bantam HC107, $0.60; the 
tions have been made and John 
sner writes the introduction. This another welcome 
Modern France Albert Cobban, (Benguin 
$1.45; I), covers the ground from 1799 The 
Penguin Book French Verse: covering the 
period from the earliest French verse and beyond 
Francois Villon, roughly the 15th century, has been 
edited Brian Woledge, who also writes fine intro 
duction. all this series, the original French 
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printed with small-type English translation the 
bottom the page, (D-50, ... 


General Fiction: 


Pilgrims Paradise Frank Slaughter, (Pocket- 
book, M-5034. $0.50; cf. 108, vol. 20) Max 
Wilk’s Don’t Raise the Bridge, (Pocketbook 6068, $0.35; 
cf. 387, vol. 19) The Constant Image 
Marcia Davenport, (Pocketbook GC-104, $0.50; IIb, cf. 
444 vol. 19) Separate Peace John Knowles, 
(Dell F104, $0.50; cf. 386, vol. 19) Kiss, Kiss 
Dahl, (Dell F128, Ila, 390, vol. 
Mountolive Lawrence Durrell, (Pocketbook GC-766, 
$0.75; cf. vol. 19) Lasso Round the Moon 
Agnar Mykle, (Dell S-12, $0.60; III, cf. 72, vol. 
20) Flesh and Blood Francois Mauriac, (Dell 
F138, $0.50; cf. vol. 15) Brother Mi- 
chael Mary Stuart, (Crest 446, $0.50; IIb, cf. 30, 
vol. 20) The 13th Apostle Eugene Vale, (Crest 
441, $0.50; cf. 159, vol. 19) Spinster Sylvia 
Ashton Warner, (Bantam 2228, $0.50; cf. vol. 
The Lincoln Lords, Cameron Hawley, (Ban- 
tam 2221, $0.75; cf. 406, vol. 


The Daring Young Man the Flying Trapeze Wil- 
liam Saroyan, (Bantam FC105, $0.50; When 
the Kissing Had Stop Constantine Fitzgibbon, 
(F2255, $0.50; IIb), imaginative forecast Britain 
taken over the totalitarians Long Remember 
Mackinlay Kantor, (2260, $0.60; IIb), novel centered 
the Battle Gettysburg Too Much Sun Lee 
Olds, $0.35; IV), first novel about beatniks 
Alaska, with all the worst qualities immaturity 
philosophy and self-conscious “writing” The Quick 
Rich Fox Isabella Taves novelizes the glamor market 
models and editors and photographers and arty 
hangers-on, (2233, $0.50; Irving Shulman’s 
The Amboy Dukes, (2285, $0.50; one the first 
the recent crop novels juvenile delinquency 
and still one the most authentic Gamble’s Hun- 
dred Clifford Dowdey, (Dell F129, $0.50; IIb) set 
colonial times the southern states and good his- 
torical fiction for adult 


Leo Tolstoy’s The Kreutzer Sonata, (Crest 121, $0.50; 
IV), which deserves this rating mostly because the 
appendage “epilogue” and some supporting writ- 
ings Tolstoy presenting his rather strange concepts 
sexual relations even between man and wife, and 
will almost certainly confuse the immature 
Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels (Dell LC164, $0.50; 
unabridged Jane Austen’s Emma, (LC 161, 
$0.50; Henry James’ The Tragic Muse, (LX133, 
$0.75; are among the better fare offered reprints 
classics and 


number originals include Never Take Candy from 
Stranger Roger Garis, (Dell 206, $0.36; IIb), 
restrained novelized study the effect form 
James McKimmey (169, $0.35; which not only 
bad writing but junky theme Marked Bob 
Bristow, (193, $0.35; IV), which seems aimed the 
Carroll, (188, $0.35; IIb), which makes airline steward- 
esses look like call girls the Double, the novel- 
ized form, Roger Fuller, the forthcoming Danny 
Kaye comedy, (Pocketbook C-427, $0.35; 
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Louis Heyward’s Grandpa and the Girls tries get 
fun out old scholar living bordello, (Pocket- 
book M4214, $0.35; Burnett’s The As- 
phalt Jungle (Pocketbook 6078, $0.35; IIb) Red- 
headed Nurse Bennie Hall, (Dell D413, $0.35; 
IIa), shipboard soap-opera Nurse Barclay’s Di- 
lemma Adelaide Humphries (Dell 418, $0.35; 
betrayed its title Faith Baldwin’s Innocent By- 
stander, (415, $0.35; IIa), almost sudsy and soppy 
the two 


Science Fiction: 


The Other Passengers John Cross, (Ballantine, 
480K, $0.35; IIb) New Maps Hell Amis King- 
sley, (Ballantine $0.35; excellent ana- 
lytical commentary modern science fiction stemming 
Turn Left Thursday, (Ballantine 476K, $0.35; 
Frederick Pohl collection short stories and 
novelle with unusual twists. ... Things with Claws, 
(Ballantine 466K, $0.35; IIa), anthology weird 
animal tales edited Whit and Hallie Burnett 
James Blish author collection shorts titled 
Close Home, (465K,, $0.35; IIb) Judith Merril 
edits The Year’s Best S-F, (Dell 118, $0.50; 
The Joy Makers James Gunn explores the theme that 
unlimited happiness pleasure leads human stag- 
nation and how man can break its spell and back 


effort, (Bantam 2219, $0.35; IIb). 


Westerns: 
Think Fast, Will Brown, original, 
(Dell 194, $0.35; Dust Devil Walter 
James, (D418, $0.35; The Comancheros Paul 
Wellman, (Pocketbook M4194, $0.35; IIb) 
Sackett Louis L’Amour, (Bantam 2236, $0.35; 
(Ballantine 471K, $0.35; Gunlaw Hill Frank 
O’Rourke another first printing, (Ballantine 481K, 
$0.35; IIa) Edwin Booth’s Reluctant Lawman 
likewise orinigal the sense that first printing 


reworking hackneyed plot, (482K, $0.35; 


Mystery and Suspense: 

the Dolphin series, Doubleday releases titles in- 
cluding: Andrew Garve’s The Golden Deed, 
$0.95; And Murder Through the Looking Glass 
the same author, (C256, $0.95; Jocelyn 
Davey’sThe Naked Villany, (C288, $0.95; cf. 187, 
vol. 18) and Capitol Offense also Jocelyn 
Davey, (C281, $0.95; The Broken Penny, (C227, 
$0.95; and Bogue’s Fortune, (C290, $0.95; I), 
both Julian Symons Blood and Judgment 
Michael Gilbert, (C230, $0.95; cf. 110, vol. 19) 
and Shot for Sixpense the same 
(C229, $0.95; Green Hazard Manning Coles, 
(C293, $0.95; cf. 202, vol. The Paper 
Thunderbolt Michael Innes, (C306, $0.95; 
End Chapter Nicholas Blake, (C228, $0.95; cf. 
178, vol. 17) Blue Harpsichord Francis Steeg- 
muller (C217, $0.95; The Mystery Edwin 
Drood Charles Dickens, (C275, $0.95; IIa) and 


Seven Steps East Ben Benson, (Bantam 2223, $0.35; 
IIa, cf. 110, vol. 19) The Impetuous Mistress 
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George Coxe, (Dell 421, 00.35; cf. 20, vol. 18) 
The Case the Deadly Toy Erle Gardner, 
(Pocketbook 6063, $0.35; cf. 431, vol. 
The Hours Before Dawn, (Dell $0.35; IIa) 
The Grave’s the Meadow Manning Lee Stokes, 
(Dell 420, $0.35; IIb) Dead Run Robert Sheck- 
ley, another adventure the career Stephen Dain, 
(Bantam 2240, $0.35; IIb) More Favorites Sus- 
pense, edited Alfred Hitchcock, contains six short 
sotires and novelette, (Dell 130, $0.50; 
People Glass Houses Jason (Pocketbook 
M4209, $0.35; I), supposedly based actual case 
The Hollywood Hoax Robert Frazer, (Pocket- 
book 6064, $0.35; IIb) Michael Shayne’s Long 
Chance Brett Halliday, (Dell 416, $0.35; IIb) 

The Deadlier Sex, Genevieve Manceron trans- 
lated from the French, (D417, $0.35; IIb) The 
Counterfeit Courier James Sheers, 
$0.35; IIb) Death Comes Early William Cox, 
(B191, $0.35; IIb) ...and Epitaph for Dead Beat 
David Markson, (B189, $0.35; IIb). The last three are 
first printings, not reprints. 


General Non-Fiction: 

For the Centennial Year marking the beginning the 
Civil War Philip Van Doren Stern has edited two 
books: Soldier Life, (Premier 1114, $0.75; I), which 
taken from “Hardtack and Coffee” Billings 
and “Soldier Life the Army Northern Virginia” 
patchwork documents “woven into continuous 
narrative,” (Premier 1115, $0.75; Hollywood 
Mayer. (Dell S13, $0.60; cf. 41, vol. 20) 
That Certain Something Arlene Francis, (Dell 131, 
$0.50; cf. 121, vol. 20) Bridge the Sun 
Gwen Terasaki, (Dell 148, $0. 50; cf. 209, vol. 17) 
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Natural Parade, “the private lives animals,” 
Frank Lane, (Premier 122., $0.50; fine for 
nature study classes and amusing for the general reader 

Paradoxes Everyday Life Milton Sapirstein 
and Alis Sola, (Premier 123, $0.50; should 


restricted mature 


The Silent Language 


Edward Hall, (Premier 117, $0.50; study 
culture habits which frequently say more than 


words. 


Norman Lewis has revised Better English this 


edition, (Dell LC159, $0.50; I), and could well 


used handbook for high school students 
college freshmen Webster’s Dictionary (Crest 
1433, $0.75; I)., besides being much more inclusive than 
most such cheap editions, also something small 
gazeteer, contains list synonyms and antonyms, 
standard forms address, table alphabets and 
economical work-reference for secretaries and, per- 
haps, junior high students. But would prefer see 
students high school age and upward equipped with 
one the better standard desk dictionaries one 
their prime tools than tempt them think large 
paperback will adequate substitute. 


Advance Rating 
(Complete reviews will appear the next issue) 

Frazee, Steve More Damn Tourists (IIb) 
Hope, Wingfield Each His Own Tyrant 
Hough, Richard The Potemkin Mutiny 
Lenski, Gerhard The Religious Factor (Ila) 
Oldenbourg, Zoe Destiny Fire 
Radin, Edward 
Lizzie Borden: The Untold Story (Ila) 

The Sound 


Russell, Ross 


Entered Second-Class Matter 
Scranton, Penna. 
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